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YOUR FULL SERVICE COMMERCIAL PRINTER
COME SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

CONGRATULATIONS TO WAGON WHEEL ON

YOUR 70TH YEAR!

HARDESTY PRINTING’S
51ST YEAR!

411 West Market Street 574-267-7591
Warsaw, IN 46580 www.hardestyprinting.com
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S U S A N  B E N G S T O N  P R I C E
Dr. Susan Bengtson Price is an accomplished violist and
dynamic performer known for her versatility across solo,
chamber, and orchestral genres. Highlights from this past
season include performing as guest soloist with the Mid-
Columbia Symphony, collaborations with the ATLYS String
Quartet, performing and recording an album with Jimmy
Farace’s jazz octet, and playing in the chamber orchestra
Camerata Chicago. Committed to mentoring the next
generation of performers, Susan teaches beginning through

college level violists. This summer she is on faculty at Birch Creek Symphony
Academy, Purdue University Fort Wayne’s Summer Chamber Academy and the
Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestra’s Chamber Camp. She holds degrees from the
Cleveland Institute of Music (B.M.), Northwestern University (M.M.), and Boston
University (D.M.A.).

G R AY D O N  B R AT H
Graydon began playing bass at the age of nine, and continued
on to a deeper love and involvement with his instrument
throughout his youth, performing in the Fort Wayne Youth
Symphony and High School All-State Orchestra. In 2021,
Graydon was recognized as a “20 Under 20” Honoree by
Sweetwater’s Whatzup magazine. He regularly performs as
Principal Bass with the Symphony of The Lakes in Winona
Lake, Indiana. Additionally, Graydon is a dedicated electric
bass player, and enjoys playing for church worship teams,

youth summer camps, jazz concerts, and alongside his friends in their band- Sharik.
Graydon is a recent graduate of Grace College, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in
Mechanical Engineering. Outside of music, he enjoys fishing, mountain-biking, and
spending time relaxing with his wife Mayzie and their kitten, Mac. Graydon is
deeply grateful for the support of his family and friends. He acknowledges the gift
of music as a blessing from God and should be used to glorify Him.

BIOGRAPHIES
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S H A N A  B R AT H
Shana Brath grew up in a house full of music lovers in
Columbia, South Carolina. She began studying violin at age
seven. She received a degree in violin performance from the
University of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, where she
studied under Won-Bin Yim. She then spent eight years as a
first violinist in the Elgin Symphony Orchestra, while
freelancing, private teaching in and around the Chicago area,
and studying with Blair Milton of the CSO. In 2004, she moved
to Minneapolis, where she and her husband, Wally Brath, had

three children, Graydon, Karissa, and Levi while ministering at church plants in the
Twin Cities area. Her husband’s position as a professor at Grace College brought
them to Indiana in 2016. Shana is currently the concertmaster of the Symphony of
the Lakes and plays regularly in the Fort Wayne Philharmonic and South Bend
Symphony. She also directs the String Ensemble at Grace College while maintaining
a private violin studio. Shana especially enjoys making and listening to music with
her husband and children. Their free time usually centers around cooking, eating,
and enjoying the outdoors.

S A R A  T H O M A S
Sara Thomas holds a B.M. from Baldwin-Wallace College
(Berea, OH) and M.M. from University of Notre Dame.
Residing in Mishawaka, Indiana, Ms. Thomas enjoys teaching
cello lessons and participating in formal/informal orchestral
and chamber music events around the area. She is the assistant
principle cellist of the Southwest Michigan Symphony, the
principle cellist of the LaPorte Symphony, cellist in the pit
orchestra for Wagon Wheel Theatre, and is a substitute cellist
with the South Bend Symphony Orchestra. She maintains a

private studio in Mishawaka and is on the faculty of Citadel Dance & Music Center
in Benton Harbor, Michigan.

E M I LY  T H O M P S O N
Emily Thompson is a professional violinist, teacher, and
administrator based in Fort Wayne, IN. Since 2021, she has
been the principal second violinist of Symphony of the Lakes
and the Symphony of the Lakes Quartet. She also performs
regularly in the Fort Wayne Philharmonic. She is a trained
Suzuki teacher and has taught violin and viola students of all
ages, beginner through college level. She is currently on staff
with the Fort Wayne Philharmonic as the Club Orchestra’s
Program Manager, where she oversees an El Sistema-inspired

program serving more than 250 students in Fort Wayne Community Schools. She
also has an active wedding business and contracts musicians for performances
throughout NE Indiana. Emily has a Master of Music in Early Music degree from
Indiana Jacobs School of Music, where she studied baroque violin and violin
pedagogy, and a Bachelor of Music in Violin Performance degree from Bowling
Green State University.
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Symphony of the Lakes

Shana Brath, violin
Emily Thompson, violin

Susan Bengston-Price, viola
Sara Thomas, cello

Graydon Brath, bass

Jason Luke Thompson, Music Director
Will Stanley, personnel

Kira Lace-Hawkins, Outreach and Education Director

String Quintet No. 2 in G Major, Op. 77
Antonin Dvořák (1841-1904) (30-34”)

I. Allegro con fuoco
II. Scherzo. Allegro vivace
III. Poco andante
IV. Finale. Allegro assai

“Klap Ur Handz” from String Quartet No. 5, “Parks” 
Daniel Bernard Roumain (1970- ) (7”)

Intermission

WAGON WHEEL CENTER FOR THE ARTS and
SYMPHONY OF THE LAKES

proudly present
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PROGRAM NOTES

String Quintet in G major, op. 77 by Antonin Dvǒrák

Dvořák wrote a vast amount of chamber music. The majority is well featured in the
modern performance repertoire for good reason: Dvořák’s recognizable style marked
by endless melody, rhythmic vitality and poignant expressiveness. Like many other

composers for whom chamber music came naturally, Dvořák played the viola,
putting him right in the middle of the chamber ensemble texture.

The String Quintet in G major, op. 77 was written much earlier in his career than its
opus number would suggest. It was written in 1875, when Dvořák was 32 years old,

and lay unknown for over a decade, until he returned to some of his earlier
unpublished work to polish and print in order to keep up with the demands of his
well-established fame. Most string quintets feature added viola or cello. In this case,
Dvořák chose the double bass, selecting an infrequent guest in the chamber ensemble

but thereby matching the full palette of the symphony orchestra. 

The first movement is an energetic (con fuoco or with fire) sonata with crystal clear
themes and a powerful development. The second movement, in true Dvořák style, is

characterized by lively folk dance and expanded variety of  the scherzo form. The
third movement slows into a lyrical song, tinged with a blend of melancholy and

nobility that earned Dvořák comparisons with Schubert. The finale restores the drive
and drama of the earlier movements with yet more winning melodies, the fullest
textures and the most prominent parts for the mighty groundswell of the bass.

© Kai Christiansen Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Program order to be announced from the stage
All My Love, Coldplay, arr. A. Bennett
Blackbird, The Beatles, arr. J. Reed, Hampton String Quartet
Crazy Little Thing Called Love, Queen, arr. B. Jovanovic
Every Breath You Take, The Police, arr. Reed, Hampton String Quartet
Happier Than Ever, Billie Eilish, arr. A. Bennett
Married Life (from the movie “Up”), M. Giacchino, arr. M. Taylor-Cohen
Misty, E. Garner, arr. M. Naughtin 
Scarborough Fair, Simon and Garfunkel, arr. Reed, Hampton String Quartet
Tonight (from West Side Story), L. Bernstein, arr. Naughtin
Wildest Dreams, Taylor Swift, arr. Duomo
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PROGRAM NOTES cont.

Klap Ur Handz from String Quartet No. 5, “Parks”
“I created ‘Rosa Parks Quartet’ as a musical portrait of Rosa Parks’ struggle, survival

and legacy. The music is a direct reflection of a dignified resistance.” - Daniel
Bernard Roumain (DBR)

Klap Ur Handz is the second of three movements from the String Quartet No. 5,
“Parks”, commissioned in 2005 by the Lark String Quartet and dedicated to “the

memory of Rosa Parks and courageous women everywhere.” Each movement has its
own title and unique style: the first movement, titled “I made up my mind not to
move,” features a fierce, driving rhythmic ostinato in a minor tonality, layered with

intense melodic phrases invoking the passion and grit of its subject. The second
movement, played on tonight’s program, “Klap Ur Handz,” has a joyful, spirited
feeling, with each musician given a unique part to play in an upbeat, syncopated

conversation. The movement begins simply with each musician offering up
contrasting but complementary musical ideas, then builds intensity with repetition

of shorter phrases, in a minimalist polyphony that sounds as though everyone is
talking at once, before resolving in a unified statement of the main melody. The full
work as composed ends with a soft, slow third movement, “Isorhythmiclationistic,”

with beautiful but haunting drawn-out chords that offer a sincere tribute to the
dedicatee(s) and creating a sense of ongoing purpose and commitment, persisting in

the struggle, without an easy resolution. (Emily J. Thompson)

About the composer: Daniel Bernard Roumain (DBR) is a Black, Haitian-American
composer who sees composing as collaboration with artists, organizations and

communities within the farming and framing of ideas. He is a prolific and endlessly
collaborative composer, performer, educator, and social entrepreneur. “About as

omnivorous as a contemporary artist gets” (New York Times), Roumain has worked
with artists from J’Nai Bridges, Lady Gaga and Philip Glass to Bill T. Jones, Marin

Alsop and Anna Deavere Smith. Known for his signature violin sounds infused with
myriad electronic and African-American music influences, Roumain takes his genre-

bending music beyond the proscenium. He is a composer of solo, chamber,
orchestral, and operatic works, and has composed an array of film, theater, and

dance scores. (danielroumain.com)

COMING SOON

March 20th-22nd

Details at www.wagonwheelcenter.org

SPECIAL THANKS

All of our Ushers 
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